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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, HENRY DISSTON and 

CHARLES T. SHOEMAKER, of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Handsaws, of which the following 
is a specification: 
The main object of our invention is to se 

cure the back of a back-saw firmly to the 
blade; and this object we attain in the manner 
which we will now proceed to describe, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying drawing, 
in which 

Figure 1 illustrates our invention as applied 
to a back-saw having a handle partly of metal 
and partly of wood; Fig. 2, a transverse 
section on the line 12. Fig. 3 shows our in 
Vention applied to a back-saw with the ordi 
nary wooden handle; Fig. 4, a transverse 
section on the line 3 4, and Fig. 5 a modifica 
tion of our invention. 
A represents the blade of the saw, to which 

the back D is clamped in the usual manner. 
A clamp, m, embraces this back D and a part 
of the blade, as best observed in Figs. 2 and 
4, this clamp being so secured by a screw, n, 
that the blade, back, and handle are rigidly 
connected together. 
When this clamp n is applied to the ordi 

nary back-saw, as seen in Fig. 3, the wooden 
handle may be recessed to receive the said 
clamp; or, if desired, the latter may be se 
cured to the blade and back independently of 
the handle. 

In Figs. 1 and 2, the handle B is composed 
partly of the cast-iron frame a, and partly of 
the Wooden gripe b, secured to the frame, which 
is slotted to receive the blade, the latter being 
secured by screws a. In applying the clamp 
m to the saw in this instance, we prefer, for 
purpose of greater security, to make the clamp 
in a continuation of the frame a, as shown by 
full lines, Fig. 1; but it may be formed of a 
separate piece, as shown by dotted lines. 

Instead of making the clamp of one bent 
piece of metal, it may be made of two pieces 
riveted to the back and blade, as shown in 
Fig. 5. 
We claim as our invention 
1. In a back-saw, the combination of the 

blade A and back B with clamp m, by which 
the said back and blade are secured together, 
substantially as described. . 

2. The combination of the blade, back, and 
handle of a handsaw with a clamp, m, form 
ing part of the handle, substantially as shown 
and described. - 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

HENRY DISSTON. 
C. T. SHOEMAKER. 

Witnesses: 
A. H. SHOEMAKER, 
GEO. S. GANDY. 


