
No, 876,720, PATENTED JAN, 14, 1908, 
E, A, KING, 

LEWEL, 
APPLICATION FILED AUG, 31, 1907. 

  



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ERNEST A. KING, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO HENRY DISSTON & 

SONS INCORPORATED, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, A CORPORATION OF PENN SYLVANIA. 
LEVE. 

No. 876,720. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Jan. 14, 1908. 
Application filed August 31, 1907. Serial No. 390,945, 

To all whom it many concern: 
Be it known that I, ERNEST A. KING, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented 

5 certain Improvements in Levels, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments in levels used by mill-wrights, car penters, masons, etc. 
10 The object of my invention is to provide a 

handhold which can be readily grasped 
when the level is used; and a further object 
is to provide means whereby the level can be 
readily sighted whether the level is held 

15 above or below the normal line of vision. 
In the accompanying drawing:-Figure 

l, is a perspective view of my improved 
level; Fig. 2, is a side view; Fig. 3, is a per 
spective view of the handhold detached; and 

20 Fig. 4, is a detached perspective view of the horizontal level glass. 
A is the body of the level of the ordinary 

size having metallic end plates a, a in the 
present instance. The body portion of the 

25 level is preferably made of wood and is re 
cessed at a' to form a pocket for the recep 
tion of the handle B; the plate b of the 
handle in the present instance being curved 
to fit the recess a? and the grip section b' ex 

30 tends from one edge of the plate to the 
other, there being a sufficient distance be 
tween the grip and the plate for the recep 
tion of the fingers of the hand. The handle 
is held in place by screws or other suitable 35 fastenings. 
D is a casing containing the glass d of the 

horizontal section of the level. This casing 
is cut away to expose the glass and d is a 
sleeve fitting over the section D which is 

40 also cut away so that on turning this sleeve 
the glass can be either exposed or covered as 
desired. The section D is held to the grip 
pprtion of the handle by screws e, e which 
pass through the ends of the section D and 

45 into threaded openings b” in raised portions 
of the handle, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. 
By adjusting these screws the section D can 
be set plumb in respect to the level. 
As shown in the drawings the level has two 

50 sights F, Feach having a glassif therein for 
use in plumbing in a vertical line. Both the 
glasses in these sights are preferably partially 

inclosed in casings and arranged with their 
exposed surfaces facing the same direction, 
one being used when the level is raised above 
the head and the other being used when the 
level is lowered to a position below the nor 
mal sight. By this arrangement the instru 
ment can be used for a greater height of wall 
or other object being leveled than would be 
the case where a single sight was used. If, 
for instance, the level is used above the head 
it can be extended to such a distance that the 
upper glass will be out of sight and the lower 
glass exposed sufficiently that the bubble can 
be readily seen. The same is the case when 
the instrument is used below the normal sight line. 
By the use of the handle as illustrated the 

instrument can be firmly grasped by the hand 
and held rigidly in position and conveniently 
carried. Furthermore the hand protects the 
horizontal section of the level when carried 
Or used in any position, except the horizontal. I claim:- 

1. The combination in a level, of a body 
portion having a recess in one edge, a handle 
section mounted in the recess, and a hori 
zontal level section carried by the handle sec tion, substantially as described. 

2. The combination of a body portion hav 
ing a curved recess in One edge, a handle con 
sisting of a handhold and a curved plate, 
said plate being curved on the same line as 
the recess in the body portion, and a hori 
ZOntal level section mounted on the hand 
hold of the handle section, substantially as described. 

3. The combination in a level, of a body 
portion, a handle section secured to one edge 
of the body portion, a horizontal level section 
carried by the handhold of the handle sec 
tion, and two sights one near one end of the 
body portion the other near the other end, 
and partially inclosed glasses in the sights 
both facing the same way, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this specification, in the presence of two subscribing witnesses. 
ERNEST A. KING. Witnesses: 

WM. MILLER, 
W. C. BURKHOLDER. 
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